
HOW
TO
HIRE
YOUR
SELF

An independent contractor is a self-
employed individual who produces a
specific type of work product or service in a
determined amount of time. The IRS states
“the general rule is that an individual is an
independent contractor if the payer has the
right to control or direct only the result of
the work and not what will be done and
how it will be done.

I N D E P E N D E N T  C O N T R A C T O R :  

If you do not already have a SSN, apply for an
Individual Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN) and an
Employment Identification Number (EIN) if needed. An
ITIN is a tax processing number issued by the IRS to
individuals with foreign status or undocumented
immigrants. An EIN is a unique 9-digit number used for
identification that is assigned to business entities by
the IRS. You may apply for an EIN if you have a SSN or
after you get issued your ITIN. 

1.
G E T  S T A R T E D  



6.

2.
Get informed about independent contracting through
personal research, networking with other contractors,
and taking professional development opportunities
related to independent contracting.

3.
Build your foundation and branch off of your talents,
passions, and skills! Many people build off of what
knowledge they already have and their specific
talents. 

4.
Spread the word! Promote your contracting service by
telling your friends and family and getting the word
out there. You can also advertise your business and
services through social media to get a wider audience. 

5.
Depending on your contracting services or business,
you may need to build financial capital. Financial
capital is the assets needed by a company to provide
goods and services. To do this with an ITIN/EIN, you
can get a loan from a bank/credit union, apply for
grants or ask your friends and family for a loan. 

Don’t forget to pay self-employment and income tax!


