
What is DACA?
DACA or Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals is an immigration policy that protects
immigrants who came to the United States as children, granting them deportation
protection and a work permit for a renewable 2-year period. The program does not grant
beneficiaries an official legal status or pathway to citizenship but allows for the
opportunity to obtain a driver's license, Social Security Number, work authorization and
access to apply for Advance Parole to travel internationally. 

 

What is the difference between DACAmented
and undocumented people? 
Undocumented people are foreign-born individuals who do not have a valid visa or other
immigration documentation. DACAmented people are DACA recipients who are
protected from deportation and are granted a work permit which must be renewed every
two years. DACA beneficiaries are considered undocumented.

 
 

Advising Undocumented
Students: Career Services 

Undocumented students with DACA (with work
authorization)  

Undocumented students with DACA are legally able to work without sponsorship.
DACA recipients have work authorization for the duration of their status. Their
employment authorization card has an expiration date. The card is presented to the
employer along with their social security number. Employers can hire DACA
recipients just as they would any U.S. citizen. Employers cannot ask DACA
recipients for more or additional work authorization documentation than what is
permitted by Form I-9 and employers cannot reject work authorization documents
because of citizenship status or national origin. 



DACA recipients are eligible for and can apply to most job and internship
programs. However, they are not eligible for positions that require U.S. citizenship. 

DACA recipients are not required to tell employers they have DACA. This video by
Thedream.us can help guide students on their choice to disclose their status.

Once a DACA recipient accepts a job offer, they will have to provide work
authorization (EAD card). The EAD card is the only work authorization document
that the company needs. Employers cannot ask DACA recipients for more or
additional work authorization documentation than what is permitted by Form I-9. 

Undocumented students without DACA (without
work authorization)  

Undocumented students without DACA do not have work authorization and are
therefore not legally eligible for employment. Different career pathway options
include independent contracting, starting your own business, or joining a workers
cooperative. 

Undocumented students can legally earn income by using an Individual Tax
Identification Number (ITIN) or an Employer Identification Number (EIN). See
How to Hire Yourself, How to apply for an ITIN, and ITIN facts.  

Career Pathways for Undocumented students
without DACA

Parker Dewey Micro-internships: Undocumented students with an ITIN and/or
SSN are eligible for paid micro-internships as independent contractors through
Parker Dewey.  See Micro-Internships.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WbsuIkvFdrE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WbsuIkvFdrE
https://dreamers.law.wisc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/1751/2022/07/How-to-hire-yourself.pdf.pdf
https://dreamers.law.wisc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/1751/2022/07/HowToApplyForAnITIN.pdf
https://dreamers.law.wisc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/1751/2022/07/ITIN-facts.pdf
https://dreamers.law.wisc.edu/career/
https://dreamers.law.wisc.edu/career/


Independent contractor: An independent contractor is a self-employed individual
who produces a specific type of work product or service in a determined amount of
time. Some common types of independent contracting are photography, website
design, assistant, house cleaning, dog walking, tutoring, bookkeeping, etc. See ITIN
Facts

Starting a business: Undocumented students can start their own business.
Resources such as Immigrants Rising and My Undocumented Life can help students
get started. 

Worker Cooperatives: Worker cooperatives are owned and operated by their
workers. Visit Democracy at Work Institute and Life After College: A Guide for
Undocumented Students for more information. 

Undergraduate, graduate, and professional
school resources

TheDream.US Mini-Conference Resource List
Navigating Graduate School: Resource Guide for Undocumented Students
NYSYLC Undocu-Grad School Guide
Immigrants Rising Law School Guide for Undocumented Students
TheDream.US Law School Guide
Life After College: A Guide for Undocumented Students

 

Additional Resources
TheDream.US General Guides
Higher Education Immigration Portal

https://dreamers.law.wisc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/1751/2022/07/ITIN-facts.pdf
https://immigrantsrising.org/resource/overview/
https://mydocumentedlife.org/2020/12/23/guest-covid19-series-post-entrepreneurship-pathways-regardless-of-immigration-status/
https://institute.coop/
https://immigrantsrising.org/wp-content/uploads/Immigrants-Rising_Life-After-College.pdf
https://www.thedream.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Grad-School-Mini-Conf-Resource-Guide.pdf
https://www.thedream.us/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Navigating-Graduate-School_-Resource-Guide-for-Undocumented-Stude-1.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5568cf13e4b0580240daceee/t/60930f44023f874e286a7d7c/1620250441480/UndocuGrad.SchoolGuide.Final.pdf
https://immigrantsrising.org/wp-content/uploads/Immigrants-Rising_Law-School-Resource-Guide-for-Undocumented-Students.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19i0DGleazEEBQJol1nNVaihauGDysiW32d0KkHNanLY/edit
https://immigrantsrising.org/wp-content/uploads/Immigrants-Rising_Life-After-College.pdf
https://www.thedream.us/resources/general-guides/
https://www.higheredimmigrationportal.org/

